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American Angus Association
Honors Nichols Farms

D
j. david nichols

I

n the mid-’60s Milt Miller with
the American Angus Association
contacted us about being the first
to export registered Angus heifers
to Japan. We sold them at the same
price (plus expenses) as if we were
selling them to a neighbor. That
pricing policy has been constant for
60 years.
As early adaptors of performance
testing we targeted commercial men
who sold their cattle by the pound.
Thus we didn’t pamper our cattle or
make excuses for those who couldn’t
perform on forage.
Most of our foreign customers
also sold their bulls to commercial
cow/calf producers. They didn’t
have corn and protein supplements
so most of the American and Scottish show cattle at that time were
not adapted to grass only environments.
Over the years, we’ve exported
cattle, semen and embryos to 20
countries and have had people from
40 countries come and visit.
In one day this fall, we had visitors
from Ecuador, Canada, and Neogen
representatives from Michigan.
Mom always said, “You reap what
you sow.” So I shouldn’t have been surprised when folks from three different
countries showed up on the same day.

— Continued on page two

ave Nichols and
Nichols Farms
are the latest inductees
into the Angus Heritage Foundation which
celebrates innovators
and visionaries who
possess drive and wise
decision-making skills
to better the Angus
breed and the cattle industry. Dave is excited
to join the ranks of this
prestigious group in
the Angus breed at the
2022 National Angus
TEACHING THE NEXT GENERATION -- Youth groups like the NationConvention in Salt Lake al Junior Angus Association are always welcome at Nichols Farms!
Around 20 groups of students, 4-H and FFA youth each year see the
City, Utah.
You can add Angus Nichols Farms operation up close and benefit from the knowledge
and expertise of Dave and the Nichols crew.
Heritage
Foundation
inductee to a long list of other accolades weights, and rate of gain on every animal
Nichols has received over the years in- before universal data points like EPDs
cluding American Angus Association were even thought of. They analyzed their
Director (2014-2020), BEEF magazine’s resulting data and utilized it to make busiTop 40 Person (2017), Saddle and Sir- ness decisions, eliminating the weakest of
loin Portrait Gallery Inductee (2015), and their herd year after year, so buyers could
National Beef Improvement Federation be sure they were getting a sire that would
Seedstock Producer of the Year (1993).
create market topping calves. Their forThese awards are a natural consequence ward-thinking minds allowed Nichols to
of the years of hard work and effort Nich- be part of the inaugural group of producols Farms puts into the cattle industry. ers submitting EPD data to the American
Three of the pillars of Nichols success are Angus Association (1977).
performance data, genetic research, and an
Nichols’ thorough data collection conattitude of continuous improvement which tinues today in their impressive farm dasets Nichols’ operation apart from the pack.
tabase which provides more than 70 fields
of data for each animal. Beyond supplying
Performance Data
imperative data to customers, this tool has
A prime example of Nichols’ indusbeen utilized for genomic validation and
try leading work is their early efforts in
animal breeding research.
performance testing bulls. Their farm
recognized the need for benchmarks in Research
In addition to being at the forefront of today’s
bull buying among commercial cattlemen who were selling by the pound. They EPD program, Dave also played a key role in
— Continued on page three
began collecting birth weights, yearling
[ 1 ]

NICHOLS
N

E

W

S

L

E

T

T

E

R

SAVE THE DATE

— Continued from page one

We’ve been fortunate to forge
personal relationships that are
precious. This was the University of
Guelph from Ontario, Canada’s 35th
year to tour Nichols Farms.
The New Holland representative
from Ecuador said all the best cattle
in Ecuador are out of Nichols Bulls.
We have some pretty good ones
here, too.
They say you grow or you die. And
I’m not tombstone shopping. Nichols
Farms is continuing to grow. We’re
continuing to develop the technologies that will make you, and the beef
business, more profitable.
Our feed efficiency study and Igenity Neogen Genomics program will
provide you with more information
than ever to help make your genetic
decisions.
I want to thank the Angus Association for the Heritage Foundation
award.
Like the saying goes –“I look like
this for a reason. I’ve traveled a
lot of miles and some of the roads
weren’t paved.”
The 1960s export venture was the
start of a long and healthy association between the Angus Association
and Nichols Farms.
You will find Angus Bulls and more
at our November Herd Bull sale.

IGENITY® BEEF
HELPS YOU BUILD
PROFITABILITY
Nichols Farms is now a Neogen
Genomics Distribution Partner
for Igenity Beef and Feeders

Sarah Olsen

Neogen Beef Genomics

Nichols Farms will be offering our customers a unique genomic testing tool,
Igenity® Beef by Neogen, that is designed to maximize potential and profits
in the commercial beef operation. The product, Igenity Beef, is the first and
only genomic profile designed for crossbred commercial cattle. Igenity Beef
utilizes DNA to predict genetic merit in both heifers and steers, providing an
additional heifer selection tool to cattle producers.
Cattle producers can use Igenity Beef in the production of
high-value feeder calves. Neogen is in partnership with International Genetic Solutions (IGS). Igenity Beef is backed by the
world’s largest multibreed genetic evaluation. Igenity Beef includes 17 maternal, performance, and carcass traits plus parentage.
Igenity Beef gives your operation tools to: Rank and select replacement heifers that meet the goals of your operation. Verify
sire parentage for a productive, efficient bull battery. Produce
feeder cattle that fit your market.
Traits are reported in easy to understand 1-10 score.
Traits include: Maternal: Birth Weight, Calving Ease Direct, Calving Ease Maternal, Stayability, Heifer Pregnancy, Docility, Milk,
Scrotal Circumference. Performance: Residual Feed Intake
(RFI), Average Daily Gain, Weaning Weight and Yearling Weight.
Carcass: Tenderness, Marbling, Ribeye Area, Fat Thickness
At Nichols Farms, we are committed to breeding and raising
quality profitability standards of our customers while simultaneously providing the level of service that our fellow cattlemen
deserve and expect.
Contact Ross Havens at Nichols Farms for more information.

Come to our sale on November 12
to get your pick of our proven performer herd bulls. Come for lunch.

SAVE THE DATE
Join us Saturday,
January 28 for our
Annual Private
Treaty Bull Sale

The SmartFeed bunk system used to measure individual feed efficiency is being used
at Nichols Farms. Along with the Igenity Neogen Genetics program Nichols Farms
continues to embrace the latest technologies to maximize your profitability.
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Angus Heritage Foundation
-- Continued from page one

the original research for cattle ultrasounding. In 1987 he participated with Iowa State University to secure funds for ultrasound research and Nichols Farms provided more than 200
bulls each year for four years as test animals for the project.
During Dave’s time on the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association Product Enhancement Subcommittee, he led the $5
million Carcass Merit DNA Validation Program. He told us
about this highly skilled group of people who came together
and through testing, identified tenderness as the number one
factor in a good beef eating experience. They took that information and invested time and dollars into discovering a DNA
marker to predict the tenderness of meat in live cattle. This
innovative work paved the way for future genomic projects
which now dominate our industry.
Continuous Improvement
Nichols Farms is still finding ways to improve their herd and
be an industry leader. Most recently they have invested in a
SmartFeed bunk system to collect individualized feed efficiency data. The 60 bunks installed at the farm in Bridgewater

will provide space to test all Nichols’ bulls and heifers each
year. They are currently evaluating this new data on the farm
to better serve and inform their customers come sale time.
In the current market of rising input costs, feed efficiency
has never been more relevant to producers and feeders. Ross
Havens, Marketing Coordinator for Nichols Farms, will take
a lead role in analyzing and communicating this information
to buyers, as he has done with many research projects over
the past 20 years.
Dave has worn many hats over the course of his career.
Breeder. Geneticist. Feeder. Entrepreneur. Conservationist.
Researcher. All to advance the cattle industry to where it is
today. As Dave said, “The real measure of research and service to the beef industry is not my portrait or awards. It is not
even what happens in our herd, but rather what happens in
our customers’ herds.”
Please help us in congratulating Dave and Nichols Farms on
their induction into the Angus Heritage Foundation. We wish
them the best in the coming years.
--by Zach and Lauren Britton,
Iowa Angus Association Executive Secretary/Treasurer

Dave Nichols and the Beef Improvement Federation
“Looking back to when BIF was founded - largely due to the
“Dave Nichols strong support of BIF from its inception
efforts of federal extension specialist Dr. Frank Baker, and
Hereford breeder Ferry Carpenter - the need for standardization was glaring, and that still serves as one of BIF’s primary
functions. Performance was in its infancy, and the need to
have uniform terms, adjustments factors and methodology
was critical. A simple example was deciding on adjusting to
205 and 365 days instead of 200 and 400 days when presenting growth traits.
“In the thick of it from the beginning was Dave Nichols and
his brother Lee. It would be safe to say that more research
has been done at Nichols Farms, along with its extensive
database that has directly impacted the development of new
performance traits, than any other operation.
“On the cover of the publication celebrating BIF’s 40th anniversary, Dave is quoted: “BIF is a story of how cow people
neighbor together to bring about monumental change in the beef
industry. The idea is to observe with objective clarity the past,
so that in the dust of the milling herds of today, the perceptions
of the future on which the industry must act can be clearly seen.”

includes serving on the founding board of directors starting
in 1967 and later as president of BIF (1973-1974). Nichols received the BIF Continuing Service Award (1975), Seedstock
Breeder of the Year (1993), and the Pioneer Award (2000).
Dave Nichols’ commitment to the BIF mission has unquestionably improved beef cattle genetics in the industry.”
--Bob Hough
The Beef Improvement Federation (BIF) serves to advance
the beef industry through genetic improvement by providing
key industry outreach through the BIF Summer Symposium
and proceedings, an annual event where the best and the
brightest geneticists, breeders, and commercial producers
congregate and learn the latest research and hear from industry leaders about technology and science aimed to improve beef cattle genetics. BIF maintains a set of guidelines
for best practices to select and improve beef cattle genetics.
BIF also develops new articles and social media communications centered on beef cattle genetic improvement.

A beautiful day in September brought the University
of Guelph, Ontario, Canada, student annual Midwest
Tour back to Nichols Farms after missing a year as a
result of the pandemic. They stopped and watched the
Nichols Farms crew chopping corn silage, then they
inspected the C-lock feed efficiency system which was
tracking replacement heifers, and viewed the Nichols
Farms Herd Bulls.
[ 3 ]
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Private Treaty Herd Bull Sale

Saturday, November 12 - Noon Lunch - 1:30 Sale
Angus - Simmental - South Devon - Nichols Hybrids

W

e’re offering the yearling herd bulls that pasture
bred our cows and heifers this year. These Proven
Performer Power Bulls have amazing weaning
weights, rate of gains, yearling weight and $Value ERTs.
They rank at or near the top in the seedstock industry, plus they’re slick haired and tolerant to Fescue..

DAVE NICHOLS

They are the “best of the best.”

That’s why we used them.
Their sons will be in our bull
barn and for sale next year
and their daughters will be
grazing our unclipped Fescue
pastures.
We were the very first herd
(1987) to utilize ultrasound to
measure IMF% (marbling) and
- Nichols Blackbird W186 with her SX calf - lean yield grade. We also continue to be the leader in utilizing DNA technology. The past 13 years Nichols
herd sires have been DNA profiled for several product and performance traits.
About 40 Nichols Bulls have stood in major A.I. Studs the past 50 years. Many
of them were offered in the Bull Extra sales. Call or visit - These bulls are
being offered for sale at 1:30 on November 12. Select one or more of these
bulls. They are semen checked and ready to work in your herd - $100 off the
price, if you pick them up.
Bull Barn: 641-369-2829
Ross Cell: 641-745-5241
Dave Cell: 641-745-5730

Bull Sale Catalog - www.nicholsfarms.biz

For Sale: Superior Beef Genetics
44 Nichols DAX2 heifers – DNA Profiled and AI bred to Nichols Extra F221, top
feed efficiency bull and top 1% Angus $Maternal. Calving March 1. Iowa
34 Nichols DAX2 heifers – DNA Profiled and Bull bred to Nichols Angus ce
Bulls. Will calve March 15 – April 30. Iowa
200 Nichols Sired Angus Cows – 2-7 years old. AI bred and cleaned up with
Nichols Angus bulls. Selling because of drought. 30 years of Nichols Breeding.
South Dakota. 70 DAX2 Fall 2021 born open heifers - 700 lbs. Ready to breed
this fall. Missouri
440 Nichols Bred Heifers – 175 AI bred to Nichols Standard D30. Start calving
March 1. 265 Bull Bred to Nichols Angus ce Bulls. Calving March 1 - April 30.
Iowa/Indiana

Check out the full listing at - www.nicholsfarms.biz
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Cowboys
You Can
Count On
Dr. Bob Hough’s involvement
with BIF dates back 30 years.
He served on the BIF Board,
Guidelines chapter editor
and author, and a standing
committee chair, as well as
serving on other committees
such as awards and programs.
Hough has been a frequent general session and
breakout sessions speaker. He has received the BIF
Continuing Service and Ambassador Awards, and
the BIF Pioneer Award.
He coauthored the book Breeds of Cattle as well as
books on the histories of Red Angus, Simmentals
and Shorthorn. He has also written articles for 9
different breed association magazines worldwide.
Hough has served as an executive at Red Angus
and Limousin. He has also worked in production
agriculture and academia where he received early
promotion and tenure. At Red Angus during his
tenure, they were the first breed association to
implement a Whole Herd Reporting program
and adopt the concept of Economically Relevant
Traits. Using these systems, they implemented
the industry’s first data filters and developed 9
new EPDs - including the first Reproductive Sire
Summary - achieving the goal of comprehensively
covering growth, reproduction, carcass and
maintenance using the fewest EPDs possible. Hough
developed the first USDA Processed Verified
Program for entry into approved Angus product
lines, and concurrently with Gelbvieh, developed
ground breaking value-based marketing systems.
Red Angus went from the 11th to the 4th largest
breed during his tenure.
Hough was cofounder of the Ultrasound
Guidelines Committee, president of Beef Breeds
Council, director of the National Pedigree
Livestock Council and the National Beef Cattle
Consortium for Genetic Evaluation and served on
the management committee of the National 4-H
Livestock Judging Contest. He serves as president
of the Red Angus Foundation Inc., and on the
National Western Red Meats Club committee.
Hough has been recognized with the American
Shorthorn Association’s Merit Award, the Red
Angus Association of America’s Service Award
and named among the 50 Most Influential People
in Red Angus Association’s First 50 Years, Penn
State’s Animal Science Distinguished Alumni
award and Maine Beef Producers Association’s
Service and Hall of Fame Award.
Hough says, “I really enjoy working with Dave
and the Nichols Team. Working with genomic
companies, their ongoing research with feed
efficiency, cattle health and reproduction is
cutting edge. They’re also working with exciting
marketing programs that take full advantage of
heterosis and breed complementarity that will
produce a superior product whether marketing
local freezer beef or large branded programs.”

NICHOLS
N

by Brian
Fieser Ph.D..
Beef Field
Nutritionist,
ADM Animal
Nutrition, Inc

The Rest of the Story! “Man –
despite his artistic pretensions,
his sophistication, and his many
accomplishments – owes his existence
to a six inch layer of topsoil and the
fact that it rains.” – Paul Harvey. If
you are in the same region as I am,
then you know that rain has been
precious little for a while now! I
remember being a kid in the tractor
and looking forward to noon when
Paul Harvey would come on the radio
and wish me a good day, and then I
would listen again at 4:30 when he
would tell me “The rest of the story.” I
can still hear his voice in my head, and
it takes me back to the time that began
my formative years where I developed
a life-long fascination with the magic
of cows. Cattle have the ability to take
grass that grows where little else will
(provided decent topsoil and rain) and
convert it into one of the most coveted
proteins…BEEF (not to mention milk,
leather, and numerous other things we
use daily). We commonly call this feed
efficiency, but that term doesn’t do
justice to this level of sorcery!
This magic ability exists because
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of the cow’s stomach anatomy and an
environment containing one of the
most advanced microbial ecosystems
on earth inside their rumen. That just
one ounce of rumen fluid contains in
excess of 1 trillion microbes. These
microbes are the key that unlocks
every last nutrient from that grass.
At its origin, feed efficiency speaks
to how well those microbes do their
job. As cattle feeders, the first job is
to make sure those microbes have the
protein, energy, vitamins and minerals
(and water) that are required to extract
valuable nutrients from forages.
Secondarily, but just as important,
we must provide the nutrients that
microbes are not able to generate but
are necessary for cattle to achieve their
genetic potential. With the extensive
drought being experienced by many
in the cattle industry resulting in
record hay and grain prices, it is more
important now than ever to make sure
we don’t short those microbes.
With many of our fall crops being
harvested with swathers and balers,
rather than combines and grain carts,
we are using low quality forages that
without microbes could be useless.
Be sure to test these forages so
proper supplementation for the
microbes (and the cow) can be
determined. Because even magic
requires a spell and some inputs! And
now you know “the rest of the story!”

Cass County Fair
2022 Purple
Ribbon Winner
Micayla Betts
with her
Simmental heifer
out of Nichols
bull HLNS
Allegiance 15D
and Nichols Lady
SXD075.
Micayla is
the 9 year old
grand-daughter
of Ross Havens.
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LETTERS

from you

From Jerry and Sharon Connealy
Sand Hills of Whitman Nebraska
Thanks for the visit the other day,
Aways learn something when I talk to
you! Sometime I will gather the boys up
and pay you a visit, sooner rather than
later! Apprecate all you do, and have
done.
From Alex McDonald
Australia
I’m writing to tell you how much we
appreciated our visit to Nichols Farms.
We were all very impressed by your
aggressive and ambitious program to
breed high performance bulls for the
commercial cattleman.
From Thomas L. Marten
Angus Foundation
Recently we received the gift in memory of Phyllis Nichols to honor the legacy with the Angus breed. Through this
thoughtful gift, her legacy continues
forward to equip Angus youth to lead,
provide educational tools for cattlemen, and answer important questions
through research. We’re honored to be
entrusted with this gift in Phyllis’ memory.
From Collegiate Cattlemen of ISU
Ames, Iowa
accompanied by Dr. Brad Skaar
Ross & Dave, Thank you so much for
your kind hospitality and allowing the
Collegiate Cattlemen members to get a
grasp on how you are a part of the beef
industry. We thoroughly enjoyed the
tour and conversation during today’s
visit. We are excited about the future
of the industry and appreciate that you
will and are helping us grow and learn.
Thank you again!
Fom Callie Hicks at ICA
Ames, Iowa
Thank you for your sponsorship of the
2022 BeefMeet events. Because of your
support, we were able to have these
events 100% free to ICA members. We
look forward to working with you at a
future event.
From Tom Burke
Angus Hall of Fame
I really liked your ad on page 82 of
the July 2020 Angus Journal. A thought
to think about, in the fall of 2023, having a Nichols Farms 70th Anniversary
sale, featuring the best of the Nichols
females. Give this some thought.

2188 Clay Avenue
Bridgewater, Iowa 50837-8047
Nichols Bull Barn: 641-369-2829
www.nicholsfarms.biz

- Cattle Feeders Wednesday, December 7

2000 Head of Vaccinated Feeder Calves
Featuring—
Nichols Genetic Source Calves
u
u
u

Preconditioned
Sired by Nichols Bulls
Mostly Weaned

Selling— At the sale barn: load lots and
smaller groups will sell at the live auction
and with bidders on the Internet.

NOTICE

To bid on the internet, applications
need to be made 24 hours before
day of sale to allow for approval
time.
You may register to view and
bid thru the internet broadcast
at www.cattleusa.com or print
application and fax to Creston
Livestock Auction Inc. at 641782-3370.
To watch the sale, you need to
register at www.cattleusa.com
but do not need to fill out a
bidder application.

Creston Livestock Auction
Creston, Iowa

Ross Havens
Nichols Farms
Work: 641-369-2829
Cell: 641-745-5241

rossh@nicholsfarms.biz

2188 Clay Avenue
Bridgewater, IA 50837

www.nicholsfarms.biz

Cody Frey – Creston
Livestock Auction
Barn: 641-782-7025
Cell: 641-344-6112

claauction@iowatelecom.net

