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— Continued on page three

The story of Ohio’s Doug Nickles 
is one in which he started with no 
land or equipment, and with lim-
ited equity, and went on to build a 

successful diversified farm. He now has an 
operation that provides him a comfortable 
living. More importantly, it is a story of 
how his children also developed a love for 
agriculture, which has put them on course 
for successful careers.
  Building a profitable, fulltime farm when 
starting out with very modest means is a 
feat that is hard to achieve, but is exactly 
what Doug has accomplished. He worked 
for other farmers for nine years. Simulta-
neously, he completed an associate’s de-
gree in agriculture in 1983 from the Ag-
ricultural Technical Institute in Wooster, 
Ohio, as well as started farming with 
“rented land and borrowed equipment.” 
In getting started, he gives a lot of credit 
to the help and mentorship of three local 
farmers.
  In 1989, Doug took the plunge and 
bought his first farm where he built a small 
feedlot. He relates, “I really felt like I had 
jumped into the deep end, and was not to-
tally sure I could make it work at the price 
I paid.” However, he was successful, and 
currently farms 700 acres of crop land, 

 — DETERMINED — FLEXIBLE — LEADER — PROUD PARENT —

200 acres of hay, and the rest in pasture. 
  In order to make a living, he has had to 
diversify. His operation now consists of ap-
proximately 140 commercial cows, as well 
as a small Simmental seedstock herd. They 
feed cattle, and also put up high quality 
alfalfa balage, which is marketed to local 
dairies. Most of the crops that aren’t fed 
are marketed to a nearby bio-refinery. De-
spite this diversification, it is the cattle that 
are Doug’s first love.
  In Doug’s operation, they early wean 
calves at 100 to 120 days in order extend 
the limited pasture. His veterinarian has 
designed an excellent herd health program, 
and Doug is proud that they have not had 
to treat any cattle in the feedlot for the last 
two years. The calves are started on a spe-
cially formulated pellet, which is fed with 
free choice hay. His son Kyle, who works 
for a local feed company, is the one who 
formulated the starter pellet. After the first 
30 days, the cattle are transitioned to a 
whole shelled corn/corn silage ration.   
  Doug markets his fed cattle to local 

packer, Heffelfinger Meats, weighing ap-
proximately 1,350 pounds at 13 months 
of age. Their target is Yield Grade 2, mid-
Choice cattle. Heffelfingers likes their 

   Ohio’s Doug Nickles is... all of the above!   by Dr. Bob Hough

Doug is pictured with his 
son Eric (with cap). Next 
to Doug are son Kyle, Au-
drey and  grandaughter 
Clair.  Looking on are the 
heifers he purhased from 
Dave this spring. 

— Continued on page three

When I returned from the Angus 
Board of Directors meeting last 

week, Team Nichols had started chop-
ping corn silage. 
   It reminded me of my Dad’s adage. 
“Raise all you can, feed all you raise”. 
This old hymn was sung at his funeral: 
We shall come rejoicing, Bringing in 
the sheaves, Sowing in the sunshine, 
Sowing in the shadows, Fearing 
neither clouds nor winter’s chilling 
breeze.   
 This year, those who till the soil and 
have live stock had all of the above. One 
March night we had 16”of snow, minus 
22 degrees and 65 miles an hour winds. 
   A month later... Melting snow fol-
lowed by torrential rains spawned 
floods that closed Interstate I-29 from 
Sioux City, Iowa to St. Joseph Missouri. 
  In the mean time, corn planters and 
hay balers sat idle. There was little 
rejoicing in rural America’s Fly Over 
Zone between the Appalachian and 
Rocky Mountains. Planting corn, pas-
ture turn out, and cutting alfalfa/grass 
hay were a full 30 days late. 
 So I had a “good news/bad news” 
moment when I turned on the road to 
NF headquarters. The GOOD news! 
The corn field adjacent to the Bull 
Barn was half-chopped— The BAD 
news. Our 500 horse power, three ton 
a minute, field chopper was sitting in 
our shop with the implement dealers’ 
mechanic’s pick-up near by. He was 
checking electronic sensors while Alex 
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A healthy herd starts with healthy cows, and it’s particularly important 
to ensure your cows stay healthy through pregnancy and calving. This 
includes making sure that both heifers and cows are vaccinated prop-
erly prior to breeding. 

Your veterinarian will help you determine these two major vaccination decisions:  
         1. Modified-live virus (MLV) versus killed vaccine selection. 
         2. And which diseases to protect against.
An MLV vaccine is known for its effectiveness; however, it must be given 30 
to 60 days pre-breeding. This timing means you should consult with your 
veterinarian several months prior to breeding to determine the best vaccination 
protocol for your herd, including whether or not an MLV vaccine will work for you. 

Generally, we’re looking to protect heifers and cows against the following 
diseases with pre-breeding vaccinations: 
         4  Infectious bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR),      
         4  Parainfluenza 3 (PI3),
         4  Leptospirosis and Campylobacter fetus (vibrio), 
         4  Bovine viral diarrhea virus (BVDV) 
BVDV is one case in which we can ultimately see the health of the cow impact 
the calf. If a pregnant cow is exposed to BVDV at certain stages of gestation, 
that virus is then transmitted to the fetus, and the calf is born persistently 
infected (PI) with BVDV, and is known as a PI BVDV calf. These calves can be 
devastating to a herd, as they shed the BVD virus to any animals they come in 
contact with. 

To prevent PI BVDV calves in your herd, choose a vaccine that includes 
protection against BVDV Type 1b, as it’s the type most commonly found in PI 
calves, as well as BVDV Type 1a and Type 2.1 

Combination vaccines allow producers to provide broad disease coverage in 
fewer doses. Work with your local veterinarian to determine the type of vaccine 
best suited for your herd and which diseases to protect against. 

Ross Havens’ and Brian Fieser Ph.D teamed up for 
the “Selling to Seedstock Operations” portion of 

the program.  Havens’ shared Nichols Farms history, 
philosophies, and commitment to research. 
   He recounted the 20 years of exclusive use of ADM 
products and Nichols Farms’ hard data that included 
rate & cost of gain, rib eye area, intra-muscular-fat 
(IMF), weaning/yearling weights, and pregnancy 
rates. He also expounded on the excellent dealer ser-
vice ADM provides Nichols Farms.

link to NF web site and Ross PPT

— Continued from page one
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BIVI   
Beef 
Bulletin Dr. Peggy 

Thompson
Professional 

Services 
Vetrinarian 
Boehringer 
Ingeheim

Ross Havens was Guest Speaker at 
ADM’s Nutrition Academy for Dealers

Nathan Mead,  National Account Manager
Ross Havens, NF Marketing Coordinator

Optimize Conception and 
Prevent Abortion with 
Stategic Vaccination 

Reference: 1 Fulton RW, Ridpath JF, Saliki JT, et al. 
Bovine viral diarrhea virus (BVDV) 1b: predominant 
BVDV subtype in calves with respiratory disease. Can J 
Vet Res 2002;66(3):181—190.
©2019 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health USA Inc., 
Duluth, GA. All Rights Reserved. US-BOV-0065-2019. 

Antisdel and his three year old son, Myles, 
were replacing a frayed belt. Then Myles 
brought his dad a long bolt. Alex said, 
“Myles take that back, it belongs on the 
trailer”.  Minutes later, Myles appeared 
with a ratchet wrench and attempted to 
tightened exposed bolt heads.
 Myles was on site, because Saturday’s 
are,“Dads Day,” at Nichols Farms. Justin 
Stiens son, Cooper, was riding with him 
in the dozer tractor packing silage. 
 I love kids! We have 10 to 20 tours each 
year of FFA, 4-H, community colleges, 
university students, and adults groups. 
My most memorable was a culturally 
diverse class of  first  graders from Des 
Moines who had never been on a farm.
 I felt like a kid on his birthday when the 
Federal Crop Insurance people appraised 
our harvested corn silage fields at record 
(for us) yields. I attribute it to 15” row 
spacing, pig poop, cattle manure, and 
36K populations of GMO hybrid corn.
 That’s not the only great record at 
Nichols Farms this year. Nichols BLK 
Diamond M147 and her two sisters had 
their 17th birthdays. Only one of M147’s 
15 calves didn’t make into the sale pen. 
 She did it on un-clipped Fescue pas-
tures and wintered on windy, snowy, corn 
stalk fields. She got 30 lbs. of corn silage 
(candy), 15 lbs. of alfafa grass/hay (steak) 
and ADM mineral each day (dessert).

Fire up your pickup and head to Bridgewater, 
Iowa- November 9th. Or get on the phone for 
Nichols Farms’--- Best  of the Best Private 
Treaty Herd Bull Sale: see page 4

Mark your calendar December 4th to attend 
or watch and bid on the internet at Nichols 
23rd year of Nichols Genetic Source Feeder 

Calf Auctions: see page 6

P B Simmen t al 
Nichols Black Diamon d M 1 47



   Doug is justifiably proud of his children—Eric, Kyle and Kirst-
en—and how the farm set them up for success. Eric helps with the 
farm on a day-to-day basis in addition to serving as the assistant 
manager of a golf course, as well as basketball coach at a local 
college. Kyle graduated from Ohio State with a degree in ani-
mal science where he was on the livestock judging team. Besides 
working for the feed company, he judges a lot of shows, and takes 
care of the purebred herd in terms of breeding and marketing.               
   Kirsten Nickles is currently working on a Ph.D. in animal 

science from Ohio State, where 
she’s researching weaning strat-
egies. Her advisor is an Austra-
lian, and her research will be 
conducted on that Continent.
 In the end, Doug is an excel-
lent example of starting a suc-
cessful farm from scratch. He 
has also given back to the in-
dustry—which has provided 
him with a living— by serv-
ing in a number of industry 
leadership positions. However, 
when talking to him, it is clear 
that his greatest pride comes 
in the success of his children, 
and how the farm helped shape 
their careers.

cattle so much and has such confidence in them that typically the 
middle meats from Doug’s cattle are used by a high end restau-
rant, which dry ages beef.
   The genetics of their cattle obviously plays an important role 
in making the operation work, which is where Nichols Farms 
comes in. They have been customers of Nichols since 1997, buy-
ing balanced bulls, which are particularly good at calving ease and 
growth. Doug puts a great amount of faith in the performance data 
Nichols provides. He explained, “They are a practical purebred 
operation that is backed by generations of performance data and 
people that are as honest as the day is long”
   Doug first met Dave Nichols in 1996 at one of Texas A&M’s 
Beef 706 short courses where participants were put in teams and 
each team takes a live steer through harvesting and processing all 
the way to retail cuts. Doug and Dave were on the same team and 
hit it off immediately, and he now considers Dave as one of his 
mentors. 
   The reason Doug was at the Texas A&M short course was be-
cause he was serving in leadership positions at Ohio Cattlemen’s 
Association. His leadership started in 1993 when he organized a 
county cattlemen’s association. First thing he knew, Doug was on 
the state’s strategic planning committee, and he eventually worked 
up the ranks to president of the state cattlemen’s association and 
vice chair of the state beef board. One of the things that fills Doug 
with pride is that both he and his son, Kyle, each won the state’s 
young cattlemen’s award exactly 25 years apart.
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       Doug Nickles  from page one 

For 34 years the Ag Leader-
ship Tour from the University of 

Guelph, Canada, has visited Nich-
ols Farms. The  students are not 

only motivated about the latest 
technology in  bovine genomics, 

but also by the machinery that  
grows, harvests, processes, and 

delivers feed to the 1400 Nich-
ols Cows and the 500 bulls (and 
1/2 their sisters)  that are sold to 

Nichols’ neighbors and cowpokes 
around the world.

 they came from Canada, China, Scotland, and then *SOME    

*see page 5

John Elliot Jr. raves about the 
calves Nichols Expectation 
C370  is siring in Scotland 

while dining on CAB steaks 
with Ross  and Dave .

Dave Nichols and Dong Wang 
(red caps) agree— “There isn’t 
a trade war  between Horizon 
Genetics LLC and Nichols 
Farms”. They’ve purchased 
three Nichols Angus sires. 
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Cowboys
     You Can 

     Count On

We’re offering the yearling herd bulls that pasture bred 
our cows and heifers this year. These Proven Performer 
Power Bulls have amazing weaning weight, rates of 

gain, yearling weight and $Value ERTs. They rank at or near 
the top in the seed stock industry, plus they’re slick haired and 

tolerant Fescue.
They are the “best of the 
best”— that’s why we used 
them. Their sons will be in our 
bull barn and for sale next year 
and their daughters will be 
grazing our un-clipped Fescue 
pastures.
   We were the very first herd 

(1987) to utilize ultra-sound to 
measure IMF% (marbling) and lean yield grade. We also continue to be the 
leader in utilizing DNA technology. The past thirteen years Nichols herd sires 
have been DNA profiled for several product and performance traits.
    About 40 Nichols Bulls have stood in major A.I. Studs the past 50 years.  
Many of them were offered in the Bull Extra sales.  
    Call or visit - These bulls are being offered on an “first come/ first served” 
basis November 9th. Select one or more of these bulls. They are semen 
checked and ready to work in your herd - $100 off the price, if you pick them up. 

Nichols  Far ms

Bull Sale Catalog - www.nicholsfarms.biz

 Bull Barn:  641-369-2829 
  Ross Cell:  641-745-5241 
Dave Home: 712-762-3810

Private Treaty Herd Bull Sale

Angus - Simmental - South Devon - Nichols Hybrids  

Saturday, November 9th  - Noon Lunch - 

dave nichols

For Sale: Superior Beef Genetics
from :  Nichols Farms -  Iowa   
 ✦ 250 Short Yearling Nichols Farms’ Heifers,—available December 1st   
  ✦ 25 Nichols Farms’ Bred  Heifers Angus, SX1, DS, SM   - AI bred to Nichols Final Answer  
      Y34. Clean up bred to Nichols CE bulls. Ultra-sound calving date 3/10/20

from :  Nichols Genetic Source Partners 
 ✦ 300 Composite heifers - AI bred to Nichols Final Answer Y34 CE Angus. Clean up   
      bred to Nichols CE Angus Bulls,ultra-sound calving date 3/10/20 
 ✦ 235 Angus cross heifers, bred to Nichols CE bulls. Ultra-sound calving date 3/1/20 
  ✦ Check out the full listing at— www.nicholsfarms.biz

Walker Mundorf’s 
position includes 
the feeding, calving, 
and A.I breeding 
of the Nichols An-
gus cows/calf pairs. 
Plus he checks the  
herd bulls during 
breeding season.
 Dave Nichols hired him because 
Walker is a natural leader, who had 
worked hard, both on the field, and in 
the class room. 
   He was an officer of the Griswold FFA, 
achieved The Iowa FFA Degree in Pro-
ficiency of Beef Production, and was a 
member of The National Honor Society.
 There was always work to do at his 
families’ Twin Pines Farms. It consisted 
of 1,800 acres of corn and soybeans, plus 
a herd of Angus/ Limousine cows  which 
produced his 4-H and FFA calves. 
 Walker enrolled at Dordt College and 
graduated “on time” while working at an 
Ag Supply store which included customer 
service. His next job was meat clerk in 
the Fareway Grocery Store.  
   During  summers, he worked on high-
way/street construction. His boss said, 
“sometimes we work goofy hours. Might 
start at midnight and work to early morn-
ing; he never complained, just showed 
up. I offered him a job, but he wanted to 
go back to southern Iowa doing cows”.
 Walker says he’s excited to work at 
Nichols  Farms. “It’s a well run pure-bred, 
composite, and hybrid operation. I will 
learn much more about multiple breeds, 
cross breeding, and genomics.”
 He and his wife, Marlia, live near 
Lewis, Iowa. She currently is coaching 
and student teaching at Griswold Public 
Schools. Their hobbies are hunting, horses, 
working Border Collies, and sports.

 - Nichols Good As Gold Z103 -

Team Nichols Drafted and Signed Blue 
Chipper, Walker Mundorf, in The First Round.

If you want to be succesful, 
It’s just this simple. Know what 
you’re doing. Love what you are 
doing. And believe in what you 
are doing.    — Will Rogers — 



 the ANGUS JOURNAL, formerly
THE ABERDEEN ANGUS JOURNAL
Celebrated Their 100th Anniversary

[  5  ]

by Brian 
Fieser Ph.D.

Beef Field
Nutritionist, 

ADM Animal 
Nutrition, Inc

Dave and Phyllis Nichols attended the 
gala event held at the Angus Headquar-
ters. A few old timers, including Dave, 
recounted the first issues. He and his 
brother, Lee, were on the cover of one  
the very first issues. 
   CEO Mark McCully told  Dave—  
“What a wonderful day, your comments 
certainly added a lot to the significance 
of the program.”

LETTERS 
 from you

Uncertainty!
  

T
he only certainty is uncertainty.  
The only constant is change.  
We hear these all the time, but 
even more importantly we live 

these phrases all the time.  Too much 
rain.  Too little rain.  It’s too wet to get 
crops in the field, it’s too wet to get 
crops out of the field.  It’s too dry, the 
crop in the field isn’t worth harvesting.  
Cattle market is limit up, or limit down.  
In much of what we do in production 
agriculture we would be satisfied if we 
had some predictability or at least a 
bit less risk.  A weekend in Vegas has 
nothing on the gamble that farmers and 
ranchers work with every day!  
   We have talked about it in this space 
before, but with all that’s going on in 
the world I think it is appropriate to 
discuss feeding AminoGain® again.  
AminoGain it is a product designed by 
the research and development teams 
at ADM Animal Nutrition™.  While 
it still feels like a new technology, 
AmionGain has been tried and true 
for cattle producers for nearly a decade 
now.  In a nutshell, AminoGain is a 
cattle supplementation program that 

improves cattle protein status. We 
achieve this by maximizing microbial 
protein synthesis through optimal 
rumen nutrition, and complimenting the 
microbial protein with rumen bypass 
amino acids that give us an amino acid 
profile for absorption designed to more 
efficiently produce lean tissue in the 
animal.  
   Nichols Farms was an early adopter 
of this new approach to growing and 
feeding cattle, going so far as to put the 
exact ration (containing AminoGain) 

in their newsletter with 
the gains and feed 
conversions for all to see.  

With more than a little input from Dave 
and Ross, we have created a saying for 
AminoGain:  It allows us to better feed 
our cattle to their genetic potential.  
 Research substantiates AminoGain 
technology  help cattle achieve potential 
for greater gain and efficiency. Cattle fed 
diets utilizing AminoGain technology 
consistently gained faster (up to 10%) 
and were more efficient (up to 9%).* 
   Regardless of the ebbs and flows of 
cattle markets and weather, farmers 
and ranchers have been tasked with 
doing more with less for as long as we 
can remember.  AminoGain is another 
tool in a long line of technology 
advancements that helps us achieve 
some certainty, and more importantly 
profitability, in an uncertain world!

*ADM Research Studies
B07208, B12202, and B13201.

from Dr. Janice W. Lyon, MD Gynecology 
Fontana, WI

*and then Some 
Dave, I thank 
my mother, 
father, and God, 
that I had the 
smarts to realize 
what the Nichols 
Farms signs 
really meant: 
bright, welcom-
ing farm people. 

   Lil had shared something very special 
when you and Phyllis walked into the room. 
Thank you for sharing your knowledge and 
genuine love of science, animals, and hu-
man beings with me, a total stranger.  
   As a woman “minor league” scientist,  I 
recognize that supporting nearly every, if 
not every successful man, is a wise, and 
altruistic woman. In your case, you rose to 
highest heights because you had/ have TWO 
great women supporting your grandiose 
plans. Count your blessings. You have two 
real gems! I know you know that. 

from Carol Balvanz, Hubbard IA
  Wanted to thank you again for getting us 
a replacement bull— who we call Chubby 
Bozo, who has meshed very well in our 
herd. When I walked through the pasture, 
he was laying in the middle of the cows. I 
actually had to kick twice to get him up.  
   Really tame. Our drive to SW Iowa was 
our highlight of the week Thanks again!

from Adam Conover, American Angus Field 
Represenative, Holden MO
   Dave, I want to tell you how proud I am to 
be a part of your Angus Team.
   I always enjoy our conversations and 
your thoughtful insights on the world 
around us!

from Cody Frey, Creston Livestock 
Market, Creston IA
   Dave, Thanks for taking the time to visit 
with us last week. I always admire your 
knowledge of the entire cattle industry. I 
also enjoy going through your pastures of 
superior cows that sure help contribute to 
the high quality calves we sell in Creston.
  I look forward to continued support and 
cooperation as we have had in the past. It 
means a great deal to have you and Ross as 
FRIENDS! 



2188 Clay Avenue
Bridgewater, Iowa  50837-8047

Nichols Bull Barn:  641-369-2829
www.nicholsfarms.biz

Ross Havens 
Nichols Farms
Work: 641-369-2829
Cell: 641-745-5241

Cody Frey – Creston 
Livestock Auction
Barn: 641-782-7025
Cell: 641-344-5082
claauction@iowatelecom.net

- Cattle Feeders - 

Nichols Genetic Source Calves

Wednesday, December 4th 11 AM
 2000 Head of Vaccinated Feeder Calves

Featuring—

2188 Clay Avenue
Bridgewater, IA 50837

www.nicholsfarms.biz

NOTICE
To bid on the internet, 
applications need to be made  
24 hours before day of sale to 
allow for approval time.

You may register to view and 
bid thru the internet broadcast 
at www.cattleusa.com or  
print out application and fax 
to Creston Livestock Auction 
Inc. at 641-782-3370.

To watch the sale, you need 
to register at www.cattleusa.
com but do not need to fill out 
a bidder application.

Creston Livestock Auction 
Creston, Iowa

Selling— At the sale barn: load lots and 
smaller groups will sell at the live auction 
and with bidders on the internet.

 u  Preconditioned 
 u  Sired by Nichols Bulls
 u  Mostly Weaned  


